This background paper by Drs. Thomas, Tira and Wan provides an indicative outline of what the diaspora of people groups or of “peoples on the move” and the various aspects of this demographic phenomena and what all these entails for both human history and His story. For it is when we view such large scale demographic movements against the broader canvas of God’s saving purpose for mankind that diasporas can be seen to be part and parcel of how seemingly human decisions (egged on by the historical “drivers” that propel migration) interact with God’s overall sovereignty (in how peoples that have been dispersed across the face of the earth since time immemorial are nonetheless fertile ground for the Kingdom harvest).

I hope that the background paper will lead to more detailed research on the spatial and temporal distribution of the various diasporas and its historical, anthropological, political, cultural, sociological, economic, and religious dimensions and their ramifications for the whole Christian church and the fulfillment of the Great Commission. For the results of these research initiatives will help enable the global church, parachurch as well as local church organizations to craft suitable and more precisely targeted diaspora outreach strategies and help fine tune the focus as well as the application of the accompanying initiatives for implementing such strategies. It will definitely supplement and complement the relatively few and limited number of empirical-based and diaspora related studies extant in the missiological area.    

How I wish too that the background paper could have dealt more with the leitmotiv or the all-too-real theme of human suffering, abuse and exploitation that is at the very heart of certain kinds of diaspora (e.g., human trafficking, genocide, political persecution, etc.) and what the global church and local churches can do on a practical basis in terms of addressing this grim and dark aspect of “peoples on the move”! It is heartrending to note that substantial numbers of those who are forcibly scattered and dispersed are also those who are politically, economically, ethnically, sociologically and environmentally marginalized (the homeless pilgrim, the political refugee, the overseas worker looking for legitimate work opportunities but who gets to be trafficked as sex slaves, etc.). What can Christians and their churches do to help and to reach out to these marginalized individuals, groups and communities?  
While the paper has indicated the way forward for what some of the current opportunities and future challenges are, the Congress can hopefully sketch some ways on what the church can do (insofar as creative rethinking, evaluation and the pilot-testing of identified feasible approaches, e.g., motivate and mobilize local churches and believers, are concerned). It may also help if the other suggested interventions ( e.g., integrate relational paradigm and diaspora missions, practice strategic stewardship and relational accountability as well as engage in strategic partnership for networking and synergy) could be further fleshed out in terms of their operational ramifications and illustrative examples that underline their doability.

Finally, while there may already be a dramatic paradigm shift in missions that takes cognizance of “seemingly ordinary people on the move carrying the extraordinary Good News to the furthermost corners of the globe”, there are just far too many churches who are still pervaded by an insular outlook that has hobbled and crippled attempts to reach these peoples on the move. Recently, I was shocked to learn that even in a multicultural area such as the Lower Mainland (comprising Vancouver, BC and it suburbs), the response to an initiative by an international missions organization to organize a diaspora ministry resource was met with lukewarm indifference, tepid apathy and a general lack of interest and enthusiasm by many of the churches contacted! Clearly, there is a need to ask the Holy Spirit to powerfully grip, move and change believers, churches, denominations and parachurch organizations so that the whole church acts and behaves in ways that are more emblematic of the diaspora- inclusive nature of the Lord’s Great Commission!        

